Detroit Free Press
Coverage: 1831-1922

Follow Michigan’s path from frontier to civilization.

The Detroit Free Press published its first edition before Michigan entered statehood and when wild animals outnumbered the
people living in the city. Its editor assigned a writer to walk the waterfront and record the shipping news each day, creating
the first news “beat.” The Free Press also was the first U.S. newspaper to print a regular Sunday edition and the first to
publish court testimony. It sent reporters to Civil War battlefields to describe the action, set up a Washington bureau to
report on politics, and was the first American newspaper published in Europe when it began a London edition in 1881.

The Detroit Free Press witnessed the arrival of former slaves and the influx of Polish, German, Irish, and Italian immigrants to
Michigan. It watched the mining and timber industries bring industry and wealth to the state. The publication witnessed the
birth of the automotive industry and products such as Vernors Ginger Ale and Faygo pop. And, it followed Detroit Tiger's
baseball player Ty Cobb as he set record after record.

To discover more, start here ... with ProQuest.
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Focus on research instead of the mechanics of finding data.

ProQuest makes it easy for both novice researchers and information professionals to find relevant information quickly,
with basic and advanced search options. Searches can be confined to 20 specific article types and dates to focus on the
most relevant information. Each newspaper page is zoned into article images, and each newspaper image is supported
with searchable ASCII text. Combined, these features mean faster, more effective searches for users. ProQuest digitizes
documents at a high resolution to deliver clean, readable images, and highlighted search terms focus readers on the
most relevant content.

Researchers can sort their results by oldest, most recent, or most relevant. In addition, articles that originally spanned
multiple pages of a newspaper are “threaded” together, appearing as one continuous image and improving readability.
Users can view and easily download articles, front pages, photos, display ads, and more in PDF format. The “My
Research” summary feature can be used to track recent searches, save articles, email documents, create a bibliography,
export citations, and create Web pages.
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