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“Not confined to a monthly
publication, we have an
opportunity of examining
with care the products of the
year, and selecting what many
appear most deserving of
notice. We have from the
same cause the advantage of
order; we are better able to
rank the several kinds under
their proper heads; at least
with as much exactness as the
nature of a miscellany will
allow.”

Edmund Burke, Preface to the
first volume of The Annual
Register

The Annual Register is a
digitized version of this
classic 240+ volume
reference work. 

Essential Reading
Long considered as essential reading

by journalists, politicians, historians

and anyone with an interest in

current affairs, The Annual Register

is a primary source text for historical

research and (for the recent and

current annuals) a current affairs

reference work.

Covering a wide range of
events
From world politics to society

weddings, from the latest scientific

discoveries to the weather, from the

year’s best-selling novels to

obituaries of authors and other

public figures – The Annual Register

provides detailed historical

background and a wealth of new

information for research.

Entertaining and
Informative
As a bonus, the first publishers

intended The Annual Register to be

entertaining as well as enlightening,

and it is a good read for

undergraduates and academics alike,

with plenty of human-interest stories

and lively text.

Making History
For example, as a young officer

serving in India in 1897, Winston

Churchill asked his mother to send

him the last 27 volumes of The

Annual Register, so that he could

study the accounts of British politics

as preparation for standing as an

MP. Within two years he was

appearing in its pages himself, and

when he died in 1965 the Register

devoted a special preface to him.
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Simple to use database
There are quick search and advanced search options.

The Contents link allows you to browse through all volumes of The Annual Register, with
each chapter and subsection listed and linked to the full text pages. There is also the
option to download a PDF for entire chapters or subsections.
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